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A GREAT adventure has come to an end!
Two new world records have been set:
e The most single-handed world circumnavigations (8).

¢ Oldest ‘against the spin of the earth’ westward
circumnavigation.

These are in addition to the existing world record of oldest
non-stop single-handed circumnavigation at age 71 (in 2005).

Saito san left Yokohama port in September 2008. Much has
happened during his voyage, which originally was to have
lasted 8 months. During his voyage around the world, we
have experienced major events, such as the Lehman shock,
and of course the terrible disaster which struck Japan in
March of this year.

But much also happened to Saito san during those three
years spent navigating around the world entirely on his own.
None of us can imagine even for a mere second the
unbelievable risks and hardship he has faced during these
past three years. Whether it was the risk of being utterly
alone during a storm with 10 metre high waves. Or only being
able to sleep an average of 4.5 hours per night? And simply
the idea of being entirely alone for many months, not only
during the days, but certainly many, many, lonely nights?

A spirit of challenge is embedded within every one of us.
Humans face challenges often, whether it may be in our
relationships, business or coping with the frequent changes
taking place in our lives every day.

In fact, LIFE is a succession of challenges up to the very end.

Every human being is capable of facing huge challenges, but
to be honest, very few of us are willing to do so, even while
we are young. Most of us shy away from big risks and are
unwilling to do so, merely in order to prove something. In fact
the older we get, the less we are willing to take risks in life.

However, every now and then someone among us reminds
us what we humans are capable of. Every now and then
someone takes hold of our innermost dreams and translates
them into reality. In ancient Greece, these special individuals
were considered to be directly connected to the Gods. Even
today we humans have very limited opportunities to meet
with such living legends during our lifetime. In most cases we
either read about, or admire such heroes on screen.
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Many brave men and women have challenged the existing
boundaries of what is possible in life. Many of them have
risked their lives during their attempts. In fact | am sure that
even while | am speaking, at this very moment, someone is
risking their life, while facing a challenge.

But hardly anybody is able, or willing to do so, at the great
age of nearly 78 years. Japan as a nation is facing one of its
biggest challenges ever — the challenge of an aging nation.
The issue of a nation lacking the previous spirit of challenge.
The issue of a nation which has lost its way due to a lack of
strong leadership.

Leadership has always been a question of DOING instead of
simply talking. Saito san is a beacon in the darkness
surrounding Japan. HE is the proof that there continues to be
a Japan which has a tremendous spirit of bravery.

He is the proof that age is not a factor when it comes to taking
up a challenge. He gives every one of us in Japan HOPE,
regardless of age or gender. Japan can be very proud of such
a citizen. And we at the Nicole Group of Companies are
enormously privilegjed to have been able to support Saito san
on his legendary 8" global circumnavigation.

But | must stress, we played a minor role in supporting Saito
san.

So many people, both in Japan, and all over the world,
including in Chile and Hawaii, donated their precious time
and effort to Saito san, in order to keep him and his sturdy
sailing boat afloat. So many people all over the world offered
their prayers and good wishes, while closely following Saito
san on his epic voyage around the globe. | strongly believe
that their hopes and prayers helped to keep him on the right
course and bring this fascinating adventurer back to us in
Japan.

Saito san, welcome back!

Thank you very much for your attention.

2011-09-17
Yokohama

Lhiy bt —

C.H. Nico Roehreke
President
Nicole Group of Companies

www.nicole.co.jp



Name: Minoru Saito

Age: 77 years, 8 months, 10 days old on return
74 years old on departure

Born: Asakusa, Tokyo, Jan. 7, 1934
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Sailing Resume:

1990-1991
1994-1995
1998-1999

2003
2004-2005

2006

2006

2007

2007

2011

Participated in Third BOC Challenge. Finished third in class.

Participated in Fourth BOC Challenge (his second), finishing sixth in class.

Participated in Fifth BOC Challenge, under new name of "Around Alone." This was his third global
race, which at age 65 made him the eldest competitor.

Published racing autobiography "Kotou" (Fighting Alone)

Completed first solo non-stop circumnavigation, writing new records for both “oldest non-stop
circumnavigator” (at age 71) and “most number of circumnavigations by a single-handed sailor” (7).
Inducted into Single-handed Hall of Fame in Newport, RI.

Received the Medal of Honor from City of Newport, RI.

Received the Blue Water Medal of the Cruising Club of America, the top prize for adventure sailors.
(Only Asian to win this award in its 84-year history).

Included in the 2007 and 2009 editions of the Guinness Book of World Records for “Oldest Person
to Sail Around the World (Solo and Non-stop)”

Two new world records have been set:
The most single-handed world circumnavigations (8).

Oldest against the spin of the earth’ westward circumnavigation.
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Saito Challenge 8 Fact Sheet

ABOUT THE BOAT

Name: Sailing yacht Nicole BMW Shuten-dohiji lll

Built: 1989 in Honolulu Hawaii, cutter-rigged
(main, staysail, headsail)

Hull: Steel, full keel

Overall dimensions: 55'6" x 14' 5" x 6.0' (17 x 4.4 x 1.8 m)

Gross tonnage: 43 tons

Displacement: 50,000 Ibs.

Fuel capacity: 5,300 liters in four tanks
Max hull speed: 8 knots

Reefing: Roller (staysail and headsail), jiffy (main)

ABOUT THE CIRCUMNAVIGATION

Type: Solo
Direction: Westward, "wrong way" against the spin

of the Earth

Distance: 28,850 nautical miles, 53,000 kilometers
Start date: October 2, 2008

Finish date: September 17, 2011

Duration: 1,080 days

Ports landed:

Yokohama (Start Oct. 2, 2008)
Sydney, Australia

Hobart, Tasmania

Cape Town, S. Africa

Punta Arenas, Chile

Punta Arenas, Chile (second time)
Valdivia, Chile

Galapagos Islands, Ecuador
Honolulu, Hawaii

Honolulu, Hawaii (second time)
Chichijima Island, Japan
Hachijojima Island, Japan
Yokohama (Finish Sep. 17, 2011)

FINISH ARRIVAL TIME & PLACE:

10:30 am — 11:30 am Saturday, September 17
Minato Mirai Pukari Pier, Yokohama
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ABOUT SAITO CHALLENGE 8

Structure:
Nature:

International committee based in Japan
All-volunteer

Main sponsor: Nicole BMW

http://www.nicole.co.jp

SUPPORTING SPONSORS:

American Chamber of Commerce in Japan
http://www.accj.or.jp/

Albion

Barilla Japan http://www.barilla.co.jp/

ClearPoint Weather

http://www.albion.co.jp/

http://www.clearpointweather.com/

David Cooper and Team Hawaii
http://saito8.blogspot.com/2011/05/day-967-may-
2711-jst-alls-well-thanks.html

Fujiki Group  http://www.fujikigroup.com/
GPlusMedia http://www.gplusmedia.com/
Henri Lloyd  http://www.henrilloyd.com/
Iridium http://www.iridium.com/

Japan Radio Corp. http://www.jrc.co.jp/eng/index.html

Rogers Investment Advisors
http://www.rogersia.com/

Sunsail http://www.sunsail.co.uk/

Tokyo American Club
http://www.tokyoamericanclub.org/

Tycoon http://www.gnavi.co.jp/gn/en/g205500h.htm

Wolver Hill Asset Management http://www.rogersia.com/

U.S. Dairy Export Council http://www.usdec.org/

Yasuda Gakuen Alumni Association

http://www.yasudaob.com/

WEB SITES:
http://www.saito8.com/

http://www.nicole.co.jp/challenge8/index.html

DAILY BLOG:
http://saito8.blogspot.com/





